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March 6, 2020 
 
 

2020 Montclair Republican Scholarship 

Application Information 
 

 

SPONSOR 
 
The Montclair Republican Club is the Sponsor of this Scholarship.  The Club is committed to 

National growth and strength, to the U.S. system of Government and to private-sector and free-

market ideals.  It encourages protection of the environment and personal and family 

responsibility, respects the Nation’s founding documents, and believes in the rich potential of 

individuals and society.  It takes a conservative approach to taxes, spending and the use of 

resources, and believes that Government should be limited, not expanded.  Its principle message 

is one of hope, opportunity, liberty, responsibility and perseverance. 
 

 
AWARD 

 
$1,000. 

 

 

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 
 
1.         To be considered eligible for The Montclair Republican Scholarship, an applicant must: 

 
a.         Complete High School in Spring 2020 with plans to enroll in a two- or four-year 

University or College (including a Community College) or Technical School. 
 

b. Articulate a libertarian or conservative philosophy, and a commitment to National 

growth and strength, to the U.S. system of Government, and to private-sector and 

free-market ideals. 
 

c. Demonstrate an ability to make a contribution to libertarian or conservative 

causes. 
 

d.         Be a U.S. citizen. 
 

e.         Be a resident of Montclair. 
 
2. Race, sex and political affiliation will not be factors in the selection of a Scholarship 

recipient. 
 

 

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 
 
To apply for The Montclair Republican Scholarship, the following must be completed and 

submitted by May 15, 2020:
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a.         An Application (available at www.montclairrepublicans.com). 
 

b. Evidence of academic performance, including (i) a transcript showing courses 

taken and current GPA, and (ii) a copy of SAT/ACT scores.  (Note:  certified or 

official copies are not required.) 
 

c. Description of extra-curricular activities, particularly insofar as they demonstrate 

leadership qualities, integrity and strength of character. 
 

d.         Description of community service/volunteer activities. 
 

e.         A 400-500 word Essay, addressing one of the following topics: 
 

 

 

i   The Second Amendment to the United States Constitution protects an individual’s right to keep and bear 

arms.  It was ratified on December 15, 1791 as part of the Bill of Rights. 
 

In District of Columbia v. Heller (2008), the Supreme Court affirmed, for the first time, that the 

right belongs to individuals for self-defense in the home, while also including, as dicta, that the 

right is not unlimited and does not preclude the existence of certain long-standing prohibitions 

such as those forbidding "the possession of firearms by felons and the mentally ill" or restrictions 

on "the carrying of dangerous and unusual weapons."  State and local governments are limited to 

the same extent as the federal government from infringing upon this right.  

 

Do you believe we currently have the proper balance of rights?  Please explain why or why not.  If 

not, please also explain what the right balance would be, why, how to achieve it, and how to 

enforce it. 

 
 
ii.    Democratic socialism is very much in the forefront of election issues.  Please explain what 

you understand democratic socialism to mean.  What do you see as the positive and negative 

attributes of democratic socialism?  Please also provide examples of other countries where it may 

exist and whether they’ve done well or poorly under it.  How might democratic socialism impact 

you, your family, your community, the State of NJ, and the Country?  Do you believe it will 

compromise or facilitate your ability to work, your freedom to make choices, and the amount of 

choices you may have?  Please explain. 

  

 

iii. The 17th Amendment replaced this text from the Constitution: 

 
The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State, chosen by the 

Legislature thereof, for six Years; and each Senator shall have one Vote. 

with this text: 

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State, elected by the 

people thereof, for six years; and each Senator shall have one vote. 

http://www.montclairrepublicans.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Constitution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Right_to_keep_and_bear_arms_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Right_to_keep_and_bear_arms_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Bill_of_Rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/District_of_Columbia_v._Heller
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Self-defense
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dicta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Firearm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_governments_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Local_government_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Incorporation_of_the_Bill_of_Rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Incorporation_of_the_Bill_of_Rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_government_of_the_United_States
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Senators went from being selected by their State governments to represent those State governments in 

in the Senate, to being elected by the residents of their State to represent those residents in the Senate, 

thus making them somewhat similar to the State’s Congressmen. 

Please think about and explain what you believe to be the purpose and significance of the before and 

after structures of the Senate.  Then please explain whether and why the change was good or bad.  

Using current events, provide a possible example where Senators may have voted on legislation 

differently depending on whether they were representing the State government (pre-17th Amendment) 

or the residents of the State (post-17th Amendment).  Alternatively, if you believe there would rarely 

be a difference and that Senators would vote the same way regardless, please explain why. 

 

 

iv.   Please cite three issues the current President has focused on in the past three years.  Briefly 

explain each issue and its significance to the Country.  Briefly explain what changes the President 

seeks on each issue, whether you believe those are good or bad changes, how much change has been 

accomplished, how much more change has to be done, if any, or whether any change should be 

reversed.  In each case, please support or explain each answer. 
 
 


